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Improving the lives of Oklahomans with 

developmental disabilities since 1952. 

THE 

T 
he 29th Annual TARC Advocacy Awards 
and Volunteer Recognition event will be 
hosted Tuesday, Dec. 10 at the Southern 

Hills Marriott Hotel in Tulsa beginning at 6 p.m.  
 

 Each year, TARC provides dinner and 
entertainment as they recognize individuals who 
have made a significant impact for those with 
disabilities in Oklahoma.  
 

 The TARC Advocacy Awards will include 
keynote speaker Richard Hight who will share 
his passion for expressing his thoughts and 
emotions through art. Richard is an 
internationally-known artist and motivational 
speaker who hails from Oklahoma.  
 

 As a child, dyslexia led him to valuable lessons 
learned about focusing on strengths and 
recognizing possibilities, not limitations. His 
experience having a disability allows him to 
teach valuable lessons to his daughter who has 
Down syndrome. His artistic gift allows him a 

creative way to 
express his 
thoughts and 
emotions. 
 

 Master of 
ceremonies for this 
year’s event will be 
KOTV’s “6 In The 
Morning” 
personality 
LeAnne Taylor. 
Live music will be 
provided by local 
music sensation, 
Branjae. 

 In December 2018, more than 240 volunteers, 
professionals, and others who advocate and 
serve individuals with developmental disabilities 
across Oklahoma attended the awards.  
 

 There are thirteen categories for which 
nominees can be considered. Anyone, including 
members of the public, can nominate advocates 
for an award.  
 

 Nominees should be individuals or 
organizations who have done something 
remarkable in helping achieve TARC's mission of 
ensuring a high quality of life for Oklahomans 
with developmental disabilities and their 
families. 
 

 Nominations can be submitted online at 
www.ddadvocacy.net until Oct. 18th.  
 

 Sponsorships are now available at 
www.ddadvocacy.net or by contacting Barry 
Maxwell at bmaxwell@ddadvocacy.net for more 
information. 

Summer 
2019 

Nominations are now 

being accepted for the 

2019 Advocacy Awards 

and Volunteer 

Recognition event.  

This is your opportunity 

to nominate a person, 

agency, civic group, or 

business that has made 

an outstanding 

contribution to the field 

of developmental 

disabilities.  

Nominations can be 

submitted online by 

going to the TARC 

website: 

ddadvocacy.net 

Nominations now 

accepted for 2019 

Advocacy Awards 

Winners pose together at the 2018 Advocacy 

Awards ceremony in Tulsa. 

Teri Burnstein (right) presents 

James Meadours with the 2018 

Courage in Advocacy Award. 
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Eagle Sponsors 
Industrial Electric & Testing 

Margaret Goatcher 
 

Classic Sponsors 
Bank of Oklahoma 
Global Holdings 

Magellan Midstream Partners 
Matrix Service Company 

Security Bank 
 

Dinner Sponsor 

Williams 
 

Invitational/Glow Sponsors 
HoganTaylor/Randa Vernon 

Pilgrim Rock Masonic Lodge #522 
SemGroup 

The Spot For Kids Therapy 
Omni Air International 

Mike Toole, DDS 

Hole Sponsors 
Bios 

Bonny Crest Home Healthcare 
Care Dynamics 
CrossFirst Bank 

Diamond Quality Care 
Independent Opportunities 

Magna Community Living Options 
ONEGas 

Quality First Medical Supplies 
 

$10,000 Putting Contest 
Sponsor 

CertaPro Painters 
 

T-Shirt Sponsor 
TTCU 

 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

TARC is grateful for the support of these 

 

2019 Shot in the Dark Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

R 
ainy weather didn’t stop 

players from gathering 

for TARC’s 24th Annual 

Shot in the Dark Golf 

Tournament. 

 Many attended this year’s 

event—in spite of the rain—at 

the Meadowbrook Country Club 

in Tulsa on May 3rd.  

 More than $35,000 was raised 

at the event for TARC programs 

that educate, empower, and 

advocate for individuals with 

developmental disabilities.  

 Golfers and volunteers were 

first treated to a BBQ dinner 

while enjoying live music 

provided by local musical 

entertainer Branjae.  

  

 Although the golf course was 

not open due to the stormy 

weather, tournament entrants 

participated in a $10,000 prize 

putting contest and were given 

the opportunity to win an 

assortment of door prizes 

awarded throughout the 

evening. 

 More than 20 silent auction 

packages were bid on and 

awarded. Tulsa sports broadcast 

legend, Chris Lincoln, served as 

master of ceremonies for the 

evening’s festivities.  

 All proceeds from the TARC 

Shot in the Dark Golf 

Tournament are used to support 

programs and services helping 

individuals with developmental 

disabilities and their families 

with needs such as special 

education advocacy, resource 

navigation, multi-age support  

24th Annual 
Shot in 

the Dark 
Tournament 
Committee 

 
Chairperson: 

Mike Nicholson 

 

Members: 

Jackson Coco 

Renee Collier 

Ken Erdmann 

Kent Garrett 

Todd Hofmann 

Fred Lawler 

Chris Lincoln 

Barry Maxwell 

Tatum Nelson 

Eric Newendorp 

Steve Pitts 

Ray Poudrier 

Garth Renfrow 

Craig Thompson 

Susan Tilkin 

Lisa Turner 

Security Bank staff pose     
at photo booth during the 
golf tournament. 

As raindrops say, “two’s 

company, three’s a cloud.” 

groups, self-advocacy and   

social skills training, as well     

as loss and grief support. 



TARC Staff 
 

Lisa Turner 
Executive Director 

 

Hannah Chaboya 
Bilingual Resource 

Navigator  

 

Stacey Figueroa 
OK AIM  

Program Coordinator 

 

Sherri Harris-Bates 
Grief Coordinator 

 

Kristi Johnson 
Student Inclusion 

Coordinator 
 

Barry Maxwell 
Director of Development 

 

Tatum Nelson 
Vista Media Marketing 

Coordinator 
 

Steve Pitts 
Self Advocacy 

Program Coordinator 

 

Susan Reed 
OK AIM 

Field Coordinator 
 

Sherilyn Walton, 
LCSW 

Family Support 
Program Coordinator 

 

   I am honored to join the fabulous team at TARC as we seek to 

grow our advocacy efforts and services for individuals with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. As 

a single mom of a teenage daughter with multiple special needs, 

I empathize with the challenges that Oklahoma families face 

while trying to give their loved one the most independent and 

fulfilled life. 
 

   My daughter, Madison, is 18 and is a happy, social young lady 

who loves going to school at Memorial High School, playing peek-a-boo, going out to 

“eat” and going to church. Her younger sister, Megan, is a freshman at Edison 

Preparatory School, a runner, and is the biggest advocate for her sister.  
 

   TARC is fortunate to have a rich and deep history that has helped thousands of Tulsans 

and Oklahomans with developmental disabilities. I want to personally thank John Gajda 

for his vision and leadership of TARC for 29 years. I also want to thank YOU! Thank you 

for being involved and supporting our mission and vision. Whether you are a member, 

self-advocate, family member or caregiver, volunteer, staff member, donor or board 

member, YOU are a part of the legacy that is TARC. I would love to meet you and learn 

more about your history with us and how you can be involved in our future.  
 

   To chart the course for our future, 

TARC is undergoing a Community Needs 

Assessment. The assessment will convene 

four focus groups: self-advocates, family 

members/caregivers, community 

partners, and funders. The groups will 

focus on identifying the needs of 

individuals with developmental 

disabilities and their family members/

caregivers, gaps in services, potential 

collaborations and recommendations.  

   Results from the needs assessment will be used to update the agency’s strategic plan 

and influence current and future programs and services. Watch for more information 

from the focus groups in an upcoming newsletter.  
 

   I hope you enjoy this issue. Please submit your nominations for the Annual Advocacy 

Awards and mark your calendar to join us on December 10th. If you are interested in 

learning more or would like to find out how you can become more involved, please call 

me at 918-582-8272 or lturner@ddadvocacy.net. I hope to hear from you soon. 

 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 

Lisa Turner 
Executive Director 
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“I am dedicated to ensuring 

that TARC is an active      

collaborating partner at the 

forefront advocating for 

systems change both at the 

state and national level.” 

ear friends, D 
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TARC 
2019 Board 
of Directors 

 
Officers 

 

Ray Poudrier, 
President 

Folds of Honor 
 

Eric Newendorp, 
President Elect 

Tulsa Drillers 
 

Kent Garrett, 
Past President 

Sunbelt Business Group 
 

Andrea Cooper, 
Treasurer 

ONEOK 
 

Megan Henderson, 
Secretary 
MojiLife 

  
 

Members 
 

Jackson Coco 
Magellan Midstream 

Partners 
 

Ken Erdmann 
Matrix Service Company 

 

Ryan Fulda 
Schaffer Herring 

 

Mark Hargis 
Tulsa Sports Commission 

 

Todd Hofmann 
BOK Financial Securities 

 

Danielle Hovenga 
TU True Blue Neighbors 

Initiative 
 

Al Johnson 
Williams Company 

 

Lynette Lambert 
Security Bank 

 

April Margwarth 
AAON 

 

Mike Nicholson 
ONE Gas 

 

Katherine Ryal 
Community Volunteer 

 

 
 

2019 Advocacy Awards Planning Committee 

 Brooke Andrews 
Teri Burnstein 
Hannah Chaboya 
Andrea Cooper 
Stacey Figueroa 
Kent Garrett 

Sherri Harris-Bates 
Lauren Houston 
Danielle Hovenga 
Kristi Johnson 
Barry Maxwell 
Brady Nguyen 

Steve Pitts 
Craig Thompson 
Lisa Turner 
Leslie Westfall 

 
 

2019 Advocacy Awards Selection Committee 

 Wanda Felty 
 

Community Leadership & Advocacy Coordinator,  
University of Oklahoma 

 

Dr. Jennifer Jones 
 

Assist. Professor of Human Development and Family 
Science, Oklahoma State University 

 

Diana McCalment 
 

Owner, Designs for Progress 
 

Sheree Powell 
 

Retired Director of Communications & Community 
Relations, Oklahoma Department of Human Services 

 

Beth Scrutchins 
 

Division Director, Oklahoma Developmental  
Disabilities Services 

 

Ann Trudgeon 
 

Executive Director, Oklahoma Developmental  
Disabilities Council 

 

T 
ARC received the Goodwill Community 

Partner Award at the 2019 Goodwill 

Industries of Tulsa Annual Awards 

Luncheon on Tuesday, May 7th, at the Southern 

Hills Marriott Hotel. 

 TARC was chosen as Community Partner         

in-part for participation in the Tulsa Area United 

Way Vocational Collaboration with Goodwill,     

A New Leaf, and The Bridges Foundation.  

 This collaboration was formed in 2017 with   

the hope of providing self-advocacy and self-

determination training for high school students 

and staff as part of Goodwill’s Transition Work 

Adjustment Program.   

Participating agencies met monthly to identify 

resources and develop plans for training the staff 

and students.  

 The training helps students improve their 

capacity to express themselves in a group setting, 

decrease their anxiety by becoming comfortable 

with social integration, and become actively 

involved in their own decision-making process in 

order to express their goals, desires, and choices 

effectively.  

 The first Self-Advocacy Resource Fair was 

implemented in April 2018 and was an 

overwhelming success. The event had nine 

agency vendors and 112 attendees.  

 The second Self-Advocacy Resource Fair took 

place on March 13 at the Goodwill Industries of 

Tulsa for students in the Special Education 

Program. The event had 19 agency vendors and 

110 students, parents, and teachers in 

attendance.  

 The resource fairs give students the 

opportunity to gather information regarding 

education, vocation, and advocacy services 

available to them once they graduate high 

school.  

Steve Pitts, TARC Self-Advocacy Coordinator, 

and TARC Director Lisa Turner accept award. 



 

TARC Volunteer 

Partners 
 

 

A New Leaf 
 
 

Community Food Bank  
of Eastern Oklahoma 

 
 

Iron Gate 

 

 

Pathways Adult Learning 
Center 

 
 

The Bridges Foundation 

 

 

Tulsa People First 

 
 

TU True Blue Neighbors 

F 
or the fifth year in a 

row, TARC has been 

selected by The Arc of 

the U.S. to receive the MLK 

Grant. 

 The primary purpose of   

participating in MLK service 

projects is to encourage inclu-

sive volunteering which brings 

together people with and  

without disabilities to address 

food insecurity in Tulsa and 

surrounding communities. 

 This year, TARC and part-

ners Tulsa People First, The 

Bridges Foundation, TU True 

Blue Neighbors, A New Leaf, 

and Pathways Adult Learning 

Center came together over the 

course of four service projects 

to accumulate 471 volunteer 

hours.  

   This included serving 629  

meals to the homeless at Iron 

Gate and putting together 

19,799 packages of food at the    

Community Food Bank of  

Eastern Oklahoma. This effort   

provided 20,119 meals in total.  

 All of the service projects 

focused on providing healthy 

food for those who otherwise 

would not have access to these 

vital resources. 

 For the first service project, 

629 community meals were 

served to 315 guests at Iron 

Gate. Volunteers also sorted 

desserts, organized products 

for care packages, and assem-

bled grocery bags.  

 The projects provided mean-

ingful activities for volunteers 

with and without disabilities 

giving them a sense of pride 

and empowerment.  

Volunteers with disabilities felt 

included and experienced 

teamwork and comradery as 

they worked side-by-side with 

volunteers without disabilities.  

 TARC is honored to receive 

the MLK Grant for the coming 

year to help support the agen-

cy’s ongoing initiative of inclu-

sive-volunteering and serving 

others in our community. 
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TARC and partners Tulsa People First, The Bridges Foundation, TU True Blue Neighbors,     

A New Leaf, and Pathways Adult Learning Center come together  to volunteer at the 

Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. 

TU True Blue Neighbors Director Danielle Hovenga helps a 

friend at the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. 

MLK Day 
Volunteering 

by the 

Numbers 

4 days 

471 
HOURS 

110 people 

12,700 lbs. of apples 
              4,000 lbs. of carrots 
      2,000 lbs. of yams 

meals 
20,119 



Student 
Inclusion 

by the  

Numbers 

T 
his past year, TARC student inclusion 

initiatives – People Together and MESH 

Connect – have grown significantly.  

   Both initiatives help students realize that 

individuals with disabilities are just like  

everyone else.   

   People 

Together is a 

week-long 

disability 

awareness and 

sensitivity 

training 

program geared 

toward upper 

elementary 

school students, 

grades 2-5.  

   The People 

Together 

program teaches children about various 

disabilities by allowing them to experience       

the disability through hands-on activities, 

interactive lessons, and engaging videos.  

   Students are taught how to use respectful 

language when talking about, and to someone 

who has a disability and the appropriate way to 

interact with those individuals. Not only are 

these students being taught about why some 

people look or act differently than they do, but 

they are also given a platform to ask questions 

about disabilities they might have been too 

hesitant to ask in a different setting.  

   On the final day of People Together, TARC 

volunteers who have disabilities talk to the 

students and 

show them 

they are 

ordinary 

people with 

real lives, 

hobbies, and 

abilities   

(See pg. 7) 

     People 

Together 

helps young 

students 

adopt an 

inclusive 

mindset that helps them engage with their peers 

who have disabilities. Once students without 

disabilities are able to get past their fear of 

people they perceive as “different”, they 

experience a major change in their behavior 

toward those around them. 

   TARC Student Inclusion Coordinator, Kristi 

Johnson, brought the People Together program 

to Jenks Southeast Elementary, Monte Cassino, 

Arrowhead-Broken Arrow, Andersen-Union, and 

Darnaby-Union schools.  
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M 
ESH Connect is a program that fosters 

relationships between students with 

and without disabilities by giving them 

the opportunity to connect in a fun and 

engaging way in an atmosphere that makes 

them feel safe and accepted.  

 The MESH Connect club is running smoothly 

at Union and Memorial High Schools. Both 

schools have regular meetings and Memorial 

was even able to take a group of students from 

their club to OKC for the People With 

Disabilities Awareness Rally.  

 MESH Connect had a total participation of 80 

students during the 2018/19 school year and is 

consistently gaining more members. 

2 
High Schools 

80 students 

Monte Cassino students gather with People Together volunteers 

and TARC Student Inclusion Coordinator, Kristi Johnson. 

5 Elementary 
Schools 

433 students 

    7 second-grade classes 
              10 fourth-grade classes 
         3 fifth-grade classes 

classes 
20 

MESH Connect club  members from Memorial High 

School visit the Capitol for the People With 

Disabilities Awareness Rally in March. 

Special thanks to: 

The Arc of Ohio 



           TARC is very fortunate to have volunteers 

who are excited about sharing their lives with 

others, especially those who do not know much 

about disabilities.  

 Sean Lewis, Teri Burnstein, Autumn Kinkade, 

and Dwayne Boyd are not only willing to donate 

their time, but they are thrilled to have the 

opportunity to speak to young students during 

our People Together program.   

 Kids are curious and want to know about 

differences. As a society, we often don’t allow 

them to ask about the disabilities they see. We pull 

them away quickly before they can embarrass 

anyone. This sends a message that people with 

disabilities are scary, untouchable, or just too different to interact with or befriend. Our volunteers 

are there to show the students that they shouldn’t be afraid to ask questions and we are more alike 

than different.”    TARC Student Inclusion Coordinator, Kristi Johnson 

Sean Lewis 
 

 Sean is the President of Tulsa 
People First and Oklahoma People 
First. He has made great strides in his 
role as President, taking to the virtual 
world by using Facebook Live during 
meetings. He also provides 
motivational speeches on his YouTube 
channel. He has joined Ainsleys Angels, 
participated in several 5K runs, and 
even made history in April 2019 when 
he participated in a 100 mile run and a 
triathlon.  
 Sean enjoys telling students about 
the various activities and sports he 
participates in because it shows them 
that even though he has a disability, he 
is still able to be active and have fun. 

 
 
 

Teri Burnstein &  
Dwayne Boyd 

 

 Teri is a wonderful self-advocate. 
She loves to tell students that her 
parents created an amazing business 
and work opportunity for her, but she 
told them that she did not want to 
work there because she wanted to find 
her own job. Teri engages the students 
by asking them questions, such as: 
“who likes rollercoasters? I LOVE 
rollercoasters”.  
 Dwayne joins Teri in talking about 
his hobbies. Dwayne and Teri are a 
couple, so they are able to show 
students how people with disabilities 
are still able to be in healthy 
relationships.    

 
 
 

Autumn Kinkade 
 

 Autumn describes herself as a 
model and motivational speaker. 
Autumn first ventured into the 
modeling world after she won the first 
pageant she entered in 2014. Autumn 
has been featured in “Seventeen 
Magazine”, chosen to be an 
ambassador for “Fearless Model” 
magazine for 2018 and will be on a 
billboard in New York, according to her 
mother.  
 She was even selected for 
“Supermodels Unlimited” magazine’s 
most influential models list for 2018. 
Autumn enjoys telling students that 
having cerebral palsy has not stopped 
her from achieving her dreams.  

Join 

1 Become a TARC Member. 
Add your voice as an 
advocate for those with 
developmental 
disabilities. 

2 
Learn how you can 
personally impact an 
individual’s life by 
becoming an OK AIM 
volunteer. 

Volunteer 

3 
Your tax-deductible  
donation helps fund  
the many programs  
and services that  
TARC provides. 

Donate 
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TARC Student Inclusion Initiative Volunteers 

S u p p o r t  

It’s as easy as... 

TARC Student Inclusion Volunteers, Teri 

Burnstein and Sean Lewis teach a class. 

“ 
TARC 
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